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thence to Port Royal there are hardly [38] more than
three hundred. It is upon these Banks that a great
many ships are usually found all the Summer, fishing
for Cod, which are brought to France and are called
Newfoundland Codfish. So Sieur de Poutrincourt’s
son (who is called Baron de Sainct Just), on arriving
at these Banks, laid in a supply of fresh meat and
fish. While doing this he met a ship from Rochelle
and another from Havre de Grace, whence he heard
the news of the lamentable death of our late good
King, without knowing by whom or how he was
killed. But afterwards he met an English ship from
which he heard the same thing, certain persons being
accused of this parricide whom I will not here name;
for they brought this accusation through hatred and
envy, being great enemies of those whom they ac-
cused. So in fifteen days Baron de Sainct Just made
the distance between the Banks and France, always
sailing before the wind ; a voyage certainly much
more agreeable than that of the twenty-sixth day of
February mentioned above. Sieur de Monts’s crew left
Havre de Grace nine or ten days after this twenty-sixth
of February to go to Kebec, forty leagues beyond [39]
the Saguenay river, where Sieur de Monts has forti-
fied himself. But contrary winds compelled them to
put into port. And thereupon a report was circu-
lated that Sieur de Poutrincourt was lost in the sea
with all his crew. I did not believe this for an in-
stant, trusting that God would help him and would
enable him to surmount all difficulties. We have as
yet no news from Kebec, but expect to hear from
there soon. I can say truly that if ever any good
comes out of New France, posterity will be indebted
for it to Sieur de Monts, author of these enterprises:
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